7 


he Ni eceſſity of a Divine Call | 
or Miſſion in Thoſe who tale 
upon them to Preach the C. 


el f Chriſt. 


* 
2 * 2 . "a. —Y „* * od. WRAY = 
Le ted 3 * * : : 4 — al 
, 3 * 7 


28 n 


2 


On Romans XK. 1 5. 5 


— 
. 9 4 * 

1 * # 

4 4 # 
ö 6 2 4 

; 3 „ 
* 
" Ie " FI 
ek 1 — 2 — 1 
— Fs & f 1 


1 By: whe Author of the Clers) 2 Com- 
TS - — in — e Sick. 
1 0 N D 0: N: 


Printed fr W. Tarros, at the Ship in Pater- 
 Nofter-Row. 1717. | 


5 4 Price Four Pence. 


F . / 
a 5 . , ; p 0 
* m - . * ” 
X 4 — = * 8 — we — 


Juſt publiſrd: Four Dialogues concerning Na 
tural Reli 2 1ſt, Of the Exiſtence and 
dea of G Of the Production of Crea- 
res. 340, of 2 Faculties of Humane Na- 
ture. 4thly, Of the Immortality of Humane 
Nature in a Future State. By a Diyine of the 
Church of England. 


| they Pfeach except the ey. he ſent. 


22 


* 


FE 2 3 
> — 


+ — * 
* " 
— > ow le 


; 2 — A * O bf — — 
N — —_——— gs, Yo 
— —— — E— — ee. + — ——.Q³ 3 . 8 0 — 3 7 


a f K 4 
— — —ä5 Wot 
n 


* pu 
4 , 
of . — 
— —— —— — 


* 
* 7 
— 200-0 


* 
Ku, tes... oh 


—I- 


_ 


1 et 
. 8 e + 
4 WP. 
mw 1 1 — Fs 7 _ 8 41 * 9 
8 — go = 4+ wt. . r 
en —— 7 1 pg - l 


bat 14, + > ET IS 


CT m i eg 


2 + y 4 
- 5 n 


«= 
8 


28. 


3 


— 


nl 


4 IK i 
3 BO So — _— 
—— 


H E Incloſed is a Sermon, which 
was Preached firſt at a Viſitation of 
the Clergy, and adapted ſince to a private 
Auditory. If you think it will be any 
ways ſerviceable, it is at your diſpoſal to 
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AA how ſhall They Preach, 


n = HE Scope and Deſign of the 
A Apoſtle in this Chapter, be- 
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ERS 


Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, 
how that through Faith in 
| him, both Jew and Gentile, 
even all Mankind ſhould be juſtified (in op- 


poſition to that ſordid Notion of the Fews, 


which as they look'd upon themſelves to 
be the only People of God, made them 
think that none could be juſtified, bur thro? 
the Righteouſneſs of the Moſaical Law) 


by a lively and Rhetorical way of ſpeak- 


B ing, 


ing to Preach up Univerſal 
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Ing, in the Words adjoining, to-my Text; 


he declares the neceſſity of promulgating 
this fo Heavenly a Doctrine to the Sons 
of Men, by Perſons ſet apart for that Pur- 
Poſe, that fo all might have the due Means 
of obtaining the End, of believing in him, 


in wwhom alone their Salvation depended. 


For how- ſhall they call upon him, ſays 


he, iz whom they have not believed? and 
how ſhall they believe in him 'of whom 
they have not heard? and how ſhall they 
hear without a- Preacher? And (in the 
Words of my Text) how fhall they Preach 
except they be E 

By which” beautiful Climax. of Interro- | 
e he more forcibly and elegant- 
ly deſcribes the Truth of the aforeſaid Po- 
ſition, in that every Queſtion plainly in- 
fers a ſtrong Negation, that it u. nat 
Poſſible for Men to call upon one, in whom 
they did not believe, neither was it poſſi 
ble for them to believe in him of whom 
they bad not heard, nor was it poſſible for 
them to hear without a: Preacher, ſome 
Body to acquaint them with it ; #07 was 
ir poſſible that any ſhould undertake this 
Ofice, unleſs be were ſent (i. e.) by God. 
Inaſmuch as it could never enter into the 
Heart of Man to conceive ſuch a Doctrine 
as this, without it was firſt given him 


from above; and being given him from 


1 


thence, 


j 


thence, it was impoſſible he ſhould Preach 
it agreeably to the Divine Will, without 
@ Divine Warrant fo to doo. 
This ſeems to be the genuine Explica- 
tion of the Words, and from hence I take 


rae we may undeniably argue 
Yeceffity of a ſtanding Miniſtry to 
Preach the Goſpel of Jefns Chriſt to the 
end of the World, as well as the Neceſ- 
ſity of a Divine Call or Miſſion in thoſe, 
* who take upon them this Office; ſince there 
5 Will appear to be equal reaſon for it now 
x And therefore as it is a Matter of the 
- i higheſt Concern, to Preach the Everlaſt- 
4 ing Goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus, ſo it wy 
mM r every one, that undertakes 
his Province, to be throughly ſatisfied 
of the Validity of his Commiſſion, whe- 
ther it hath @ lawful Stamp upon it or 
It is not Nobility of Birth, Greatneſs of 
Learning, Fineneſs of Parts, Depth of Rea- 
 foning, no, nor Holineſs of Life, join'd to- 
gether, with all theſe, that will entitle any 
dne to it, unleſs he be firſt regularly cal- 
led, in the manner which God hath ap- 
pointed. Since therefore I haye the Ho- 
nour, though unworthy, to be of the Num- 
ber of thoſe who are thus regularly Cal- 
led into the Miniſtry; I think it my Du- 
£ B 2 TY, 
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ty, as well as of all Clergy-men, eſpecially * 


in theſe licentious Times, to diſpla ys 
| Commiſſion at large to che World, cha 

all may ſee upon 4,6 Grounds and Prins 
__ciplesweaQ; in oppoſition to-thoſe, who. 

either ignorantiy Uſurp, or wickedly ſeek 
to Undermine, the whole Order. of the 
Chriſtian Prieſthood. 

In diſcourſin therefore on the Words 
of my Text, 1 1 half, 4 
Fiiſt, * bem to prove and il alis 
the Propoſition which the Text. offers to 
our Obſervation, which is, The Neceſſity 
of. a Divine Call or Miſſion in thoſe, who 
tale „ them to Preach the « Goſpel M- 


Jeſt 4 Chriſt. 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhew that. none can 


have this jo Ol Call or Miſſion now, but 


ſuch as are regularly Ordained by Bi 
whom God hath 2 over his Aua 


2 conſtant Succeſſion of the e poſtolical 4 


Order, for this very purpoſe, to he end 
of the World. Wes 


And Firſt, Of the Neceſſity of a Di. 


vine Call or Miſſion in thoſe, 1who_ take 
on them to Preach the Goſpel . of Tele 
Chriſt, We may be fully Ae el both 
from Reaſon, and from the Evidence of 
thoſe who adminiſtred in Holy Things, 


from the firſt Foundation of Revealed Re- 


ligion j in the Jewiſh Church, down to Oe 
er · 
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Chriſtian Prieſthood, that zo Man taketh 
this Honour to himſelf, but he that ij cal. 


5 


1 


Perfect ion of it in the Goſpel Times, who 
all of them had a mediate or an immedi- 


ate Call to it from God. Th 
It is well known, that as the Jews were 
a People ſeparated by God from the reſt 
of the World, ſo did he ſeparate the Tribe 
of Levi from the reſt of their Families, 
and ordain them to his Service-; and out 
of them again, he choſe ſeveral Ranks and 


Orders of Men, as High-Prie/ſts, Prieſts, 
and Levites, which were all of them di- 


ſtinct in their Orders, as ours are now of 


Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, and which 


none were to uſurp, under Pain of his 
higheſt Diſpleaſure. In alluſion to which, 
the Apoſtle tells us, with reſpect to the 


bed of God, as was Aaron. Heb. 5. 4. 
And how Aaron was called, we may ſee 


_ Exod, 28. which is wholly relating to this 


Matter, the Conſecration of Aaron and 
his Sons, which was by the Mediation 
of that great Prophet and High-Prieſt Mo- 


ſes, who was immediately called to it by 


God himſelf, and to whom he gave a par- 


ticular Commiſſion to Conſecrate eAaror 
and his Sons, as may be ſeen v. 1. of this 


Chapter, where we find God ſpeaking to 
Moſes in theſe Words, Take unto thee Aaron 
thy Brather, and his Sons with him, from \ 
ED | | among 


(6) 


among the Children of Iſtuel, that be way 
adminiſter” unto me in the Prieſts Office; 


even Aaron, Nadab 2 Abihu, Eleaze 
and Ithimar; and thou ſhalt make Holy 
Garments for Aaron thy Brother, for Glo. 


4 and for Beauty; and aſter having de- 
eribꝰd the Garments, Thou ſhalt put them, 


fays God, upon Aaron ' thy "Brother, and 
his Sons with him, and ſhalt anoint them, 
and conſecrate them, that they may Mini. 
r unto me in the Prieſ®s Office. Ver. 4t, 
Thus was «Aaron called by God. He 


did not, 'preſiiming upon his on Abili- 


ties, thruſt himſelf into the Miniſteria 
Office, but Was 11 —. 4 ordain'd there 
to by Moſer; who likewiſe, tho” skill'd in a 
the Learning of the Egyptians, did not la 
any claim tò the Prieſthood upon that nf 


count, but as he Was immediately comm 
fon d thereto by God. | 


And akker kh manner Were all the ſi 
wonding Prieſts and Prophets called into his 


Service.) They had either an immediate 
Commiſſion from above, 'as Moſes had or 
elſe were” inſtituted by the mediation of 
another; whom God had given Power tb 
for that Purpoſe, as was e Harbn. And is 
God told eren upon His Admiſſion intb 

riefthood, that the Stranger that came 
nig h, i. e. to offer Sacrifice tòꝭ him without 
fuch CITI? ſhould be Put t e 
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nder of Perſons of the higheſt Rank, that 
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J. 5. And to this he fre WN 
ing 
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Numb. 18. 7 ſo it was remarkably fulfilled 


upon. Kpre 


| LO. er, eAbiram.. And 
great variety of Exa 


ples there are. be- 


ſuffer'd Divine Vengeance. for pretending 


to take upon them the miniſterial Office, 


without ſuch, a lawful Call; which being 


ſo well known, I judge needleſs: to pro- 


duce here, or to ſay any more concerning 
the Divine Appointment. and Election of 
Prieſts, under the Levitical Lac. 


*. 


Come we now to the New Teſtament, 


* 


and we ſhall ſtill find the ſame Divine Au- 
thority in ordaining and 2 


thoſe, who were ſent to preach the Goſpel. 
Jo begin at the Foundation, St. Jahn 

77 the laſt of the Jewiſh Prophets, 
and immediate Forerunner of Chriſt, is 
ſaid in many Places to be a Man ſent from 
God, to bear Witneſs of that Light, as it 
was long before propheſied of him in Ma- 
lachi. Bebel d I ſend my Meſſenger before 
thy Face to F 4,74 thy Way, Ch. i. 2. 
And even Chriſt himſelf, as the Apoſtle 
ſays, glorified not himſelf, to be made an 
High Prieſt, but he that ſaid thou art my 
Son, this day have ] begotten thee, Heb. 
as to the ſure Credentials of his the 
true Meſſiah, and not an Impoſtor. And 
as we find him all along teſtifying his own 
„ WR 


| Witch from ”Y Pathch fo likewiſe do 


— apoſtles every where, as frequently de- 
clare their Miſſion from Him. Thus St. 


Paul to Timothy, I am ordain d a Prea> 


_ cher and an Apoſtle. And he generally ; 


ins his E Niles with, Paul an eApo- 
725 10 of Mem, neither by Men, 72 


2 us 65% or, ' Paul 4 Servant of Teſs us 
oy Goſpel of God. 


Word 9 Genes their 25 


a particu 
the Apoſtles we have in St. Mark 3. 14. 


where it is faid, That be ordained twelve 
that th ſhould be with him, and that he 

might 250 them forth to preach; as we 
read likewiſe of another Order, inferior to 
them, of our Saviour's Appointment, in 


St. Lake 10. 1. where it is faid after theſe 
| Things, the Lord appointed other ſeventy 
alſo, and ſent them two and two before his 


Face. And after his Aﬀention into Hea- 


ven, we ſhall find the Apoſtles (whom he 


had endued with all ng of Power and 
Gifts for the Work of the Miniſtry) ap- 


pointing others alſo under them, in a ve- 


ry ſolemn manner to take upon them that 
Charge, as may be ſeen «As 6. And as 
the Church of God increaſed, they ſtill 
commiſſion'd others as it 1s aid, es 14. 
11 Paul and Barnabas ordained them 
| un 


, called to be an A Re ofthe, he very | 
i ay 


ar account of the Or 33 et | 


Blaers, or Probe, 0 W 72 auen i 
Chergh, 

An thus I think it plail appear, how 
all ORG, FOR upon them 
Office, both in the Jewiſh — | Chr 


Church, f IT 1 to, 10 Time of our 
E and his A were divinely 
Commiſſiond Os 0 3 Fa, that St. Pau 


might well put the Queſtion in my Text, 
How Hall they Preach except they he ſent? 
And as there is full and ample Proof 
from Scripture, to ie this way of pro- 
ceed ing, {© there is Reaſon to enforce 
the e of it ſtill. For what Rea- 
ſon. I pray can be aſſign'd, that it ſhould 
be otherwiſe, now, than it hath been ever 
of old ?. Is not the Office of the Prieſt- 
hood as Sacred as ever? Is there not 
the ſame Neceſſity of a conſtant Succeſ- 
ſion of Perſons to ſupply the defect = o- 
thers? And 15 there — a continual increaſe 
of new Members, to be admitted into the 
Body of Chriſt's Church now as ever? 
And is not the Church it ſelf as much as 
ever exposd to Anarchy and Contuſion, 
for want of ſuch an Order of Men, who are 
the very Pillars and Foundation thereof? 
Moſt certainly it is, and therefore we may 
fully conclude, there is the ſame Reaſon 
now as ever, ye a "a regular Call or 


1 0c 
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Miſſion 


„ 82 33 
8 For 


the | Ordinances | of. Chri ſt, and to guide his 


Church in Peace and Unity according to 


his bleſſed Will; as this muſt needs be, 


| fince*tis hardly poſſible to conceive other- 

wife of our Saviour, the God of Order and 
Wisdom, that he ſhould found and ſettle a 
Church out of all Nations and Kingdoms, 


at ſo great an Expence, even of his own 
Blood; and then, contrary to the Method 


of all Founders, and contrary to the Nature 
of all Societies, leave it utterly fenceleſs 
and expos'd, without any Rules for its Or- 
— ⁵ m ] ] 7 THe 

This I fay, is hardly poſſible to conceive, 
that he who had the Government upon his 


Shoulder, as the Prophet ſays, ſhould aſcend 


With it into Heaven, an leave his Body, 
the Church upon Earth, deſtitute of any; 


that he who is the great Shepherd, ſhould 


leave his Flock a Prey to Wolves and Foxes, 


Without any Paſtors to guard and defend 
them. © And if it be reaſonable to believe, 
that our bleſſed Lord hath appointed ſome 
Government for his Church, what more 
reaſonable, than to think it ſhould be that, 
which his Apoſtles praQtis'd? If it be obje - 

Eted, that this was adapted only to the A- 


poſtolical Age; I anſwer, that it may with 
as much eaſe be faid ſo, of all their other 
Inſtitutions, of Preaching the Word, and 

. ä diſpen- 
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diſpenſing the Sacraments, of Baptiſm and 
the Lords Supper, and ſo a fair waywill be 
Open d, for all manner of Irregularities, and 
even the laying aſide the Goſpel it ſelf. -- 
And if no Reaſon can be aſſign'd for the 
aboliſning this ſort of Government, but a 
great many good ones may for the conti- 
9 2 of it, then this . to be 
brought to a Point, that ſuppoſing it to 
ren Will of God to — his 
Church all along by this Form of Govern- 
ment, it muſt neceſſarily be ſo ſtill; ſince 
the Will of every rational Agent, never al- 
tering but with Reaſon, ſo long as the Rea- 
14oðn continues the ſame, it muſt be pre- 
> Aum'd, there is no mutation in his Will. 
Burt to give this Argument its juſt Force, 

Icome ad ide 

Second Place, to ſhew it to be the Will 
of Chriſt, that his Church ſhould be go- 
vern'd after. this manner, by a conſtant 
Succeſſion of eApoſtolical Men to the end 
of the World, to whom the Power of Or- 
dination and Epiſcopal Juriſdiction is given 
over the reſt of the Clergy ; and conſe- 
quently that none can have a lawful Call 
to Preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, but ſuch 

as are larly Ordained by them. - 
And Firſt from Scripture. It is evident, 
as hath been ſeen already, that our Lord 
appointed two different Orders of Men, to 
m7 1 exerciſe 


r 8 1 
* 3 N 


| 0 wy 
exerciſe the Miniſterial Authority in his 


ler or Twelve ; the other by the Name 
oy tbe 3 73 bene nor only fon in 
their Offices, as appears not rom the 
difference of their Names, 
be Inſtance of Mathias 8 being choſen out 

the 


of Juda, which is a plain Indication of 


the ſuperiority of one Order to the other 
(nary ry to a Presbyterian Parity or In- 
dency) ſince: dil in ben equal be- 


701805 one 2 hehe Sergey, there had been 
no need of a new Choice; or ſu 
not to be one of the Seventy, there ha 


been 10 need of chuſing him at all, fince | 


| of the Seventy would: have done as 
wh: had they been all of equal Power 


and Authority; ; fothat either way, it de- 


clares the Apoſtolical Order to be 

br to that of the Seventy. And it was 
to this Order, that onr Saviour ſays in 
St. Matthew, when he gave them their 
Commiſfion in full, Lol am with you u- 
voa ven to the end of the World; which 


can admit of no other juft Interpretation, 


than that he would continue the ſame Pow · 
er and Authority to their Sueceſſors, which 
he then confer'd upon them; that altho? 


they thoutd be 3 to Mortaliry, and 


die, 


Chureh; the one by the Name of the Api 


, as is generally thought, to 
fill up the Apoſtolica] Namder in — 5 


— AS 2. m=s A 


I files, and their -Succeſſors, but never by 
uny of the Seyenty :. | 
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die, yet their. Order | ſhould: live, and he 


would virtually be joinꝰd to it for ever, as 
long as his Church endured. ?Tis true the 
Power of Miracles was withdrawn frorfi 
the Apoſt , as being 


Chriſtianity; 


but the Power. of Govern- 
ment being always neceſſary, is neceſſari- 


ly implied in thoſe Words, to be continu- 
ed with them, in their Sucoeſſors for ever. 


And this was the great Diſtinction be- 


venty, that the Power of Government was 


more immediately annex d to the former, 


and particularly that of Ordination, Which 
we ſhall always ſirid practiſed by the Apo- 


Thus by Virtue of that Authority com- 


mitted to them by Chriſt, we ſhall find the 
Apoſtles after his Aſcenſion, inſtituting a 


new Order by the Name of Deacons, when 


the Exigence of the Church requir'd it. 


eAfts 6. 3. Which remarkable Text, fo 
full to our Purpoſe, and ſo gauling to the 
 Adverfaries of Epiſcopacy, as the great Bi- 


ſhop Beveridge hath long ſince obſerv'd, 


was wickedly perverted in ſeveral, Ezglifþ 


Verſions of the New Teſtament from the 
| Year 1640. and almoſt in all, from the Year 


1660 to the Year 85. So that the Power 


of 
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of Ordination which the Apoſtles there 
challenge to themſelves, was by the Tran- 


ſlators moſt perfidiouſſy transfer'd te the 
People, by changing the firſt Perſon Plu- 


ral into the Second, as thus, they make 
the Apoſtles to ſay, Mherefore Brethren, 


look ye out among you, ſeven ' Men, of ho- 
neſt Report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and Wil. 
dom, whom Te may appoint over this Bu- 


ſineſs; whereas the true Reading in the 


Original (as both the Senſe, and the fol- 


lowing Verſes will ſufficiently ſhow) is 
whom We may — over this Buſineſs, 
(nes not d,. : 


or ſo accordingly we find 
2. 6. they were Orda ined by the Apoſtles 
after a moſt ſolemn Manne. 
But what will not ſome Men do to pro- 
pagate their Cauſe? having no Text of 


Scripture on their fide,” they will rather 
make one than fail. But alas! how weak 


as well as impious, is ſuch an Attempt, 


when. there are ſo many other Texts of 
Scripture which clearly prove the Power 
of Ordination to belong to the Apoſtoli- 
cal Order, and to be continued down from 
them, in a direct Line, to their Succeſſors. 
Thus ect 14. 23. It is expreſly ſaid, 


that Paul and Barnabas Ordained them 


Elders (i. e. Prieſts) in every Church. And 
to ſhow the Succeſſion, For this Cauſe, ſaith 
St. Paul to Titus, Ie I thee in Crete, 


that 


.f... ONE 
that thou ſhoul@f ſet in Order the Things 
that are wanting, and ordain Elders in eue. 
#y City, as I had appointed thee. 1 Tit. 1. 5. 
And for the fame end, we find Timothy 
conſtituted Biſhop of Epheſus by the ſame 
Apoſtle, zwith a Power to commit theThings 
he had heard of him to faithful Men, who 
ſhould be able to Teach others alſo, 2Tim. 2.2. 
And Directions are ah him according. 
ly, how to behave himſelf in his Office, 7h 

in a great variety of Inſtances in his firſt 1 
Epiſtle, and one vas to prove the Deacons = 
I before he Ordained them. 1 Tim. 3 10. 
agreeable to which, is another Direction 
given him by the Apoſtle, Chap. 5. v. 22. 
which is, that he ſhould lay Hands ſudden- 
y on no Man, which every one knows to 

de the uſual Ceremony of Ordination. 

And this one would think ſufficient to 
clear up the Right of Epiſcopal Power and 
Ordination. But for farther Proof we ſhall 
find mention made of the ſeven Angels or 
Miniſters of the ſeven Churches of /a, 
preſiding over the reſt of the Clergy, 
Rev. 3. 2. Thus Barnabas was a joint 
Partner with the Apoſtles, in the Exerciſe 
of their Epiſcopal Authority at eAztioch. b 
And St. James, we read, was conſtituted - | 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem by the Apoſtles, with 1 
full Power over the Presbyters and Dea- 
cons. And after his Martyrdom, Euſebius 
8 „„ 
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made in Scripture, that he 


tion of 
| F. ps Mn And 1 . 
one of St. A! s Weigh 5. 
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cells us from ancient 5 as the 
Apoſtles and other Diſciples. of our Lord 
met together, and unanimouſly choſe Si. 


meon the Son of Cleap as, to ſucceed him: 
of whom likewiſe we 1 find _— 


was worth 
Epiſcopal Power. And after him, the fad 
Exſebius_ gives us a Catalogue of all the 
Biſhops that ſucceeded in be wer F to qe 
Number of Fifteen, till the utter tru 
Rion of it by the Romans, 
Thus we are told by Trenæus Biſhop ip of 


Lyons, who lived in the next Age to 0m 


poſtles,; t at. Palicer 8 e perſo- 
5 knew) was made Bb Biſhop of Wurde 

by he Apoſtles themſelves. 
2 from Euſebius we learn a ain, that 
1. in the Decline of his Life, after 
me Out of We from. the — ſle 


n 


wht he 4 Ales 880 5 0 7 e r. | 
1 Bil 


of attach is eve 6 os iſt 25 


So 
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find but one Churc 
Earth, that hath not been Ordered by Epiſ- 
. copal Government. 


r ; 


So plainly are we able to prove the Suc- 
ceſſion of the Apoſtolical Order in the firſt 
Ages of the Church: And ſhould we pur- 
ſue this ſtream of Antiquity from its Foun- 
tain-Head down to ſucceeding Times, in 
all Nations and Kingdoms of the Chriſti- 
an Hierarchy, it would ſoon open like an 
Arm of the Sea, into the wide Ocean of 
innumerable Evidences; ſo that we might 
eaſily fill whole Volumes upon this Sub- 
ject. But we may fave our ſelves this 
Trouble, by a Challenge which Dr. Bryan, 
in his Indwelling with God, p. 305. hath 
long ſince made, to the Adverſaries of E- 


piſcopacy. We _ you, ſays he, to 


upon the Face of the 


And as it is beyond Diſpute, that all the 


Churches of Chritt, ever ſince our Saviour's 
Time (till within this laſt Age or two) 
have been under Epiſcopal Government; 
ſo tis as certain, that the Power of Ordi- 
nation, or ſending Miniſters into the Vine- 
yard of Chriſt's Church, is the peculiar 


and unalienable Right of the Biſhop. For 


Whether we look into the ancient Coun- 


cils and Canons, or the Writings of the 
Primitive Fathers of the Church ; or con- 


ſider the Examples of Perſons Uſurping the 
Miniſterial Office, without ſuch a regular 


Call 
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Call from the Biſhop, we ſhall find they 
all unanimouſly conſpire to make good the 


Truth of this Propoſition, that the Power 
of Ordination is ſolely veſted in the Biſhop. 


The very firſt Canon, in thoſe called 


Apoſtolical, which were very early in the 
Church, runs thus, Let 4à Biſbop be Ordai- 


ned by two or three Biſhops, a Prieſt by 

one Biſhop, and ſo likewiſe-a Deacon. And 
Canons the 3d, 4th, 5th, 18th, 2oth, 21. 
with ſeveral others, make 3 men- 


tion of the three Orders of Biſhop, Prieſt, 


aud Deacon; as do almoſt all the other 


ancient Canons, too numerous to be men- 
tion'd here. PO tn fe 2 
If from hence we proceed to the Wri- 
tings of the Primitive Fathers, we ſhall 
even yet be much more abundantly crow- 
_ ded with Evidence for the Proof of this 
Sena Fower, ooo hs 


St. Ignatius his Epiſtles, -are ſo nume- 


rous and full to the Purpoſe, that our Ad- 
verſaries not being able to bear up againſt 
their Authority, have very fairly denied 
themto be genuine. But the Learned Biſhop 
Pearſon, and his Grace the preſent Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, have ſo fully clear'd 
up this Matter, as to leave them without 

the leaſt ſhadow of a Reaſon for ſuch a 
Pretence. And even their Favourite, St. Je- 
rome, Whom upon every Occafion, they 


are 
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are apt to have recourſe to, becauſe of one 


ſingle Paſſage in him, which magnifies the 
Office of a Presbyter: yet even his Quid 

Ho excepta Ordi natione, 
quod Presbyter nos facit? expreſly ſnows 
the Power of Ordination to be the Right 
of the Biſhop, as many other Places in him 
likewiſe do, and he himſelf always lived 


in ſubject ion to them. 


St. Chry/ſoftome, in his firſt Homily up- 
on the Epiſtle to the Philippiaus, aſſerts 


Timothy to be a Biſhop, from the Power 


of Ordination committed to him. #293 
cow iv, ene Tegs dum, Xe ga; mx ias under d m- 


nde. The ſame Thing again he ſays, 1 Tim, 


4. 14. And in his 11 Homily upon 1 Tim. 
3. 8. he expreſly ſays, that the laying on 


of Hands belongs to the Biſhops, and not 


to the Presbyters. 


_ _ Thusagam, in the Apoſtolical Canons 
We find it expreſly Decreed, 5 $1wnv Nyeo- 


ne xerconviag inmaer, It ig not lawful for 


a Presbyter to take upon him the Power of 
Ordination. Which brings me now to give 


an Example or two of ſome, who pretend- 
ing to take upon them ſuch an Authority, 
were Condemned by the whole Church 


of Chriſt. The firſt I ſhall mention, is 


the famous Story of IJſchyras, who heing 


Ordained by Colluthus a Presbyter (and 


Biſhop only in his own Imagination) was 
>. imme: 


(20): „ 
immediately degraded, and reduced to tho 
State of a Layman, and his whole Ordi- 
nation reckon'd to be void and null. Tex. 
xa d ores drvges, as At hanaſius ſays, bs 
tells the Story at large. N ee 


The next is eAerius, who was cenſured 
as an Heretick, and look'd upon to be no 


better than a Madman, for aſſerting a Bi- 
ſhop and Presbyter to be of equal Power | 
and Authority in the Ordination of Prieſts, 

Epiphanius largely refutes this bold Aſ- 
ſertion, and ſhows the Folly of it. For how 
ſays he, is it poſſible that a Presbyter ſhould 


ordain a Presbyter, having never any Right 


or Title to ſuch a. Power. Fas di n iv my” 
Tlgeofv re x20915%'v, wh E ere t, 7% yerggnuvea ve | 
Much more might be ſaid to the ſame 
Purpoſe, but that I judge it to be like hold- 
ing of a Candle to the Light of the Sun; 
wherefore reſuming the Words of my Text, 
we may well now put the Queſtion to 
thoſe who take upon them the Miniſteri- 
al Office, without ſuch a lawful Call, How- 
they can Preach except they be ſent ? 
Can ſuch undeniable Evidence as is here 
produg'd, be thought by reaſonable Man, 
to be bafled and overturned by ſuch a poor 
ſhift as is commonly made uſe of by the 
Levellers of Epiſcopacy in this Caſe (vix.) 
that becauſe Biſhop and Presbyter are ſome- 
times ſynonimouſly us'd in Scripture, their: 
9 | Power 


re 


N 
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Power and Authority muſt needs be the 


ſame: as if there was no difference betwixt 


a Prince and a Gentleman, becauſe the Ti- 


tle of Sir is ſometimes indifferently given 
to both; or becauſe the Apoſtles St. Peter 
and St. Jahn, call themſelves Presbyters, 
therefore every Presbyter muſt needs be an 
„„ nv imor! Hoe: | 

- How much more juſt and natural wou'd 
it be, to make this Uſe of the promiſcu- 
ous Uſage of the Words Biſhop and Preſ- 
byter in Scripture, to clear up an Expreſ- 
{on of St. Paul, which (for the Word fake 
only, Presbytery) they have ſo poorly wre- 
ſted too, in Favour of their pernicious Te- 
nets and Practice of Presbyterian Ordina- 
tion. I mean that of 1 Tim. 4. 15. where 
mention is made of the Lay:ng on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery in the Ordinati- 
en of Timothy. | 
Surely ſince Presbyter and Biſhop are 
ſometimes indifferently uſed for the ſame 
Perſons, this Place ought to be underſtood 


of that ſuperior Order, we have here been 


treating of: Since as the Scripture cannot 
be contrary to it ſelf, ſo every ambiguous 
Text, ought in all Reaſon and Juſtice, to 
be clear'd up by thoſe which are Full and 
Expreſs in the Matter. And how many 


ſuch there are to our purpoſe, we have al- 


ready ſeen, with a whole Current of Anti- 
quity to back them, The 


( 22 * 

The moſt juſt and natural Interpretation 
therefore, I ſay, of the Word Presbytery, 
in the „ Text, — be of the 
Apoſtolical Order of Biſhops, who are ſome- 
times called Presbyters, by the Confeſſion 
of our Adverſaries; and therefore the Wea- 

pon of their vain Imaginations will juſtly 
turn'd againſt — ſelves, and cut off 
even every Pretence of Argument againſt 
the force of what hath been ſaid, — 
their Ordinations by Presbyters excluſive 
of Biſhops, like Buildings founded upon 
Sand, or rather like Caſtles in the Air. 
without any Foundation at all. 
. Of as little, or leſs weight, is that other 
Pretence, ſo commonly made uſe of by ano» 
ther ſort of Men, for ſetting aſide the Pow - 
er of Ordination by Biſhops, which is their 
Call to the Miniſtry by the Spirit. L 
A Pretence ſurely, that can delude none 
the moſt Ignorant and Unlearned. For 
the Spirit of God cannot be contrary to it 
felf. If therefore it plainly appears, as I 
hope it does fo to all, from what hath been 
faid, that the Epiſcopal Power is ſettled by 


Divine Appointment in the Church of 

Chriſt for ever, to Ordain Perſons into the of 
Miniſtry; Can it be ſuppos'd that this Di- E- 
vine Spirit {ſhould now call any into that 1 
ſacred Office, in oppoſition to the Order of 0 


its own Inſtitution? Beſides we ſhall never 
| e find 
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do the end of the World. 


(23) 1 
find God calling any into his Service by the 
immediate Operation of his Spirit, but he 
endued them likewiſe with a Power of 


working Miracles, that they might convince 
the World they were really ſent by him. 


Had any of the Prophets of the Old, or 


the Apoſtles of the New Teſtament, gone 


about to perſuade the People they were 
ſent from God, and gave no other proof 
of it, but only their own bare Word, both 
they and their Doctrine, had juſtly been 
rejected. But God enabled them to give 


the moſt. certain, and infallible Evidence 


of their being ſent by him, from their con- 


firming every Thing they ſaid and did, oy 


innumerable Signs and Wonders; by whic 

Means, as the World was ſoon brought to 
the Obedience of the Goſpel, ſo theſe ſu- 
pernatural Evidences were withdravn from 
the Church, as being no longer neceſſary, 
and in the room of them, by the ſame Di- 


vine Spirit, a ſtanding Order of Men ap- 


pointed to ſend others into the Miniſtry, 


And thus have J as plainly and ſuccinct- 
ly as I-could, diſplayed the Divine Right 
of Epiſcopal Ordination. From whence, 
as in a Glaſs, we may ſee not only the Pre- 


 ſumptuouſneſs of thoſe Paſtors, who in- 


ſtead of entering into the Sheepfold Ly the 


Door, climb up ſome other way ; but alſo 


the 


0 
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| | he malignancy of thoſe Principles which 
__— are advanc'd by that deteſtable Author of 
The Rights of the Chriſtian Church, falſly Pr 
ſo called, and others of the ſame Diabo- 
lical Tendency ; ¶ ſuch as the eAtheiſts and ſh 
'Freethinkers of the Age) to undermine | 
and deſtroy this beautiful Order of Chriſt's ple 
= Inſtitution. Oh that I could not ſay too, 
| I had too much Reaſon here to take No- 
ol tice, of another late Author, (with all 
| humble Deference to his high Station be the 
| it ſpoken) who, contrary to the Articles 
of that Church he preſides over, -contra- 
to all the Authority of Scripture and An- 
tiquity, and to the ſurprize of the whole 
World, hath advanced ſuch Principles in 
a Royal Auditory, as muſt naturally tend 
to the utter Diſſolution of the Chriſtian 
Church; to be ſure will be of inconceiva- 
ble Miſchief, whatſoever Explanations may 
be put upon them. When the Foundations 
are thus caſt down, well ma we cry out 
with the Pſalmiſt, What hath the Righte- 
aus done!” * £095 
Let me therefore take upon me to exhort 
you to ſtand faſt in the Faith, which ye 
| : have received, and not to be like Children 
—_— toſſed to and fro, and carried about with 
þ eve Wind of Doctrine, by the ſlight of 
= Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive. Eph. 4. 14. 
| Wwe Re 


Make your ſelves acquainted with the 
Principles, of that Church ye profeſs your 


ſelves Members of, and then I truſt no Man 


ſhall be able to deceive you with vain Words. 
When you find the Regular — tram- 
pled upon and defpis'd, remember the Du- 
u owe to them; and if not for their 


Ty you OWe 
—— 5 yet for the ſake of God and Religi- 


on, ſtand in the Gap betwixt them and 
their Adverſaries. Protect and defend 
their Perſons and Characters, conſidering 
the many Obligations you have to it, bott 
from Reaſon and Scripture. Let all Ha- 
tred and Contempt of them, be turned in- 
to Love, Gratitude, Fear, Honour, Re- 
ſpect, and Reverence, as the Goſpel every 
where enjoins. | p Wy 
And inſtead of bringing a railing eAc- 
cauſation againſt any, let me now beſeech 
ou all, to conclude with me in an ardent 
rayer to Almighty God, that he would 
open the Eyes, and convert the Hearts of 
thoſe, who either out of worldly Intereſt, 
or unaccountable Blindneſs, or out of ma- 
licious Wickedneſs, offend ſo grievoully 
againſt ourexcellent Order. That he would 


give them ſincere and timely Repentance 


for their ſo doing, and true Compunction 
of Spirit to lament the Wounds ny have 
made in the Body of Chriſt's Church, and 
to do all they can to heal them, before it be 


too late. E And 


4% chat the Enemy may have no Advantage 
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And that totheClergy of this Nation, who have 
the honour to be the lawfully deputed Ambaſs 
ſadors of God, he would give his Grace ro walk 
worthy of the Vocation wherewith they are cual 
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ayer them; that inſtead. of following after Par- 


ties in their pernicious Heats and-Errors, they 
Would fix 379 18 wholly upon Truth, and al 


here to that, In te of all the Threats and 
Iirements of this World, to tempt or to drive 
them from it. That inſtead of Diviſions, they 
would endeayour to keep the Unity of the Spi- 
rit in the bond of Peace, — themſelves; 
aud to compel others into our Communion, by 
Fee and ſwectneſs, and the Crds of Love, 

by ſoft Words and hard Arguments) rather thay. 

i Strife and Wrath, which never worketh the Right 
ouſneſs of God. . 4 . ew 1 5 28 W mh 
In a Word, that they would ne the Lord Golf 
always in their Hearts, and both by their Lives 
and Doctrines adorn the Gdſpel of jeſus Chriſt, co 


. 


© others, they themſelves | "a not be ſong: at laſt; 
7a f 


but after a few Years Warfare in the Church mi- 


Hranr bore dee de may be mae in 
the glorious Liberties of the Sons of God, the 


Church triumphant above, there to Reign with 
Chriſt their Head for ever, in the Regions of wh 
where are no Storms and Tempeſts, Diviſions and 
Parties, but one continued Stream, or rather Oce- 


an of boundleſs Love, and 1 125 flows 
Eternity. 


Pweetly, inexpreſſibly ſweetly on to a 
To which, bleſſed Place God of his infinite 


Goodneſs and Mercy bring us all in his due time, 
for the alone Merits of his Son | | "viſt ohr | 
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which they are called; that 0 hai Freached to, | 
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